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NEWS RELEASE 
RESEARCHERS STUDY WHY YOUNG PEOPLE STRAY FROM ORGANIZED RELIGION, 
NATIONAL FINDINGS TO BE PRESENTED AT UD ON APRIL 7 
DAYTON, Ohio- It's a demographic that has become known by religious leaders as 
the "black hole." 
A significant number of 20-to 30-year-olds have seemingly disappeared from U.S. 
churches, synagogues and mosques in recent years. While some religious leaders seem 
unfazed, steadfast in their belief that the young people will return, others question that passive 
approach. 
"The thinking was that they would return when they had children of their own, when 
there was a desire to pass on their traditions," said the Rev. James Heft, S.M., director of the 
Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies, who also serves as chancellor and professor of faith 
and culture at the University of Dayton. "But the theory that they are simply taking a little 
time out seems to be less and less true." 
An interfaith team of researchers has examined this issue and will present their findings 
as they discuss "Congregations That Get It, Understanding Religious Identities in the Next 
Generation" at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 7, in the Science Center auditorium on UD' s 
campus. The presentation is free and open to the public, but reservations should be made by 
calling (937) 229-2105. 
The panel of University of Southern California Center for Religion and Civic Culture 
research associates includes Tobin Belzer of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion; Richard Flory, Biola University; Brie Loskota and Nadia Roumani, from the USC 
Center for Religion and Civic Culture. The researchers, who represent the Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim faiths, explored congregational life in Los Angeles, Chicago and New York to discover 
how young people view religious, spiritual and congregation affiliations. 
"All of us face a common culture and it is useful and worthwhile to work together 
where we can," Heft said. "There is collaboration here, but we also respect our differences." 
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The University of Dayton will be the first stop for the panelists who will present their 
sociological findings in Washington, D.C., Hawaii and California later this year. The study was 
undertaken through a partnership between the Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies, USC 
Center for Religion and Civic Culture and Office of Religious Life, Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, and the Omar Ibn AI Khattab Foundation. 
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For media interviews, contact the Rev. James Heft, S.M., at (937) 229-2105. 
